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USDA Rural Development New Mexico Offers Several Programs for 
Communities Hit Hard by Weather Conditions 

 

 

(February 7, 2011 Albuquerque, NM)  USDA Rural Development New Mexico State 

Director Terry Brunner announced today financial aid is available to help individuals, 

communities and utilities address the implications of recent winter storms in rural New Mexico. 

 

“We’ve all seen the negative effect of the recent storm system.  Utilities are coping with 

broken pipes and lines, community facilities have been damaged and homeowners have seen a 

variety of problems,” said Brunner.  He added, “We have several programs that could help 

address these issues and we stand ready to assist rural New Mexicans during this challenging 

time.” 

 

Telecommunication and Electric Cooperatives have access to normal lines of credit through 

the USDA Rural Utilities Service to repair system damages. The USDA Rural Utilities Service 

encourages those with outstanding RUS debt to reach out to the agency and request assistance to 

bring their system back on line as quickly as possible.  Other eligible utility applicants may seek 

expedited funding requests from Rural Development.   

 

Water systems, such as municipal systems and mutual domestic water associations, in 

communities of 10,000 or less can apply for USDA’s Emergency Community Water Assistance 

Grants if they have current environmental and engineering documents.  These grants can cover a 

variety of issues including a decrease in water quality and replacement of lines and other 

equipment. 

 

Communities with populations less than 20,000 can apply for USDA loans and grants for 

repair to their community infrastructure through the USDA Rural Development Community 

Facilities program.  This includes:  community buildings, medical facilities, emergency 

equipment, and roads. 

 

Low income homeowners in communities of 10,000 or less may apply for low interest home 

repair loans and grants to fix their home, weatherize, purchase heating systems and repair 

utilities connections.  The maximum allowed through the grant program is $7,500 and the 

maximum loan available is $20,000 at one percent interest. 
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For more information on these programs contact the nearest USDA Rural Development 

office.  

 

 Aztec Area Office 505-334-3090 Extension 4 

 Las Cruces Area Office 575-522-8775 Extension 4 

 Las Vegas Sub-Office 505-425-3594 Extension 4 

 Los Lunas Area Office 505-865-4643 Extension 4 

 Roswell Sub-Office 575-622-8745 

 

 

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to increase economic opportunity and improve the 

quality of life for rural residents. Rural Development fosters growth in homeownership, finances 

business development, and supports the creation of critical community and technology 

infrastructure. Further information on rural programs is available at any local USDA Rural 

Development office or by visiting USDA Rural Development’s web site at 

http://www.rurdev.usda.gov  
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